Lecture 5 – Greek Civilization and Culture

Summary
In this class we discuss the lasting influences of Greek literature, drama, and philosophy on the western canon while also using these same sources to explore gender relations in the ancient world.

Vocabulary

Aristophanes
The Babylonians
The Knights
Cleon
The Clouds
Socrates
Plato
The Frogs
Dionysus
Xanthias
Euripides
Aeschylus
Orpheus
Eurydice
Black Orpheus
Lysistrata
Medea
Sophocles
Oedipus Rex


Outline
Day 1	Prologue: “We Are Greek”: Lasting Influences of the Ancient Greeks Today

Greek Literature, Drama, and Myth	 
Greek Comedy 
		Aristophanes (446-386 BC)
			The Babylonians (426 BC)
Cleon and The Knights (424 BC)
			Socrates and The Clouds (423 BC)
				Jacques-Louis David’s “The Death of Socrates” (1787)
				Steve Martin’s “The Death of Socrates” (1980)
			Euripides, Aeschylus, and The Frogs (406 BC)
				Allusions in Pirates of Penzance (1879) and Kiss Me Kate (1948)

	Greek Tragedy
		Orpheus and Eurydice: A Love Story
			Davis Amond’s A Song for Ella Grey (2014) 
			Marcel Camus’ Black Orpheus (1959)

	Gender Relations in the Ancient World
		Interpretations that Draw Upon Greek Legal, Moral, and Philosophical Writings
			Hector and Andromache in The Iliad
[bookmark: _GoBack]		Interpretations Based on Greek Mythology, Comedies, and Tragedies
			Aristophanes’s Lysistrata (411 BC)
Day 2				Euripides’s Medea (431 BC)

Epilogue: Modern Interpretations of Sophocles’s Oedipus Rex (429 BC)
